
POLITICAL SCIENCE 202 
WESTERN POLITICAL HERITAGE, PART II 

Winter 2009 Block2, Section 001, MTWTh 9:30-10:45  793 SWKT 
 
Instructor   
 Ralph C. Hancock, Professor 
 Department of Political Science 
 750 SWKT 
 422-3302   ralph_hancock@byu.edu 
 Office hours: M/TH 11:00-12:00, or by appointment arranged by email 
  
Teaching Assistant  
 

Ian McConnaughey 
Phone 
Email:  
Office Hours:  
 
 

General Overview 
 This class aims to expose students to both the power and limitations of the 
intellectual and religious traditions that constitute the modern half of our Western 
heritage.  One of the central purposes of this aim is to help students think and 
communicate in more profound and penetrating ways about fundamental moral and 
political questions (who should rule? to what end? what is the best institutional form of 
government? what sort of rule is needed to live the best way of life? what is the best way 
of life, what is possible in politics given the nature of things? what public obligations do 
we owe one another? what perennial conflicts and tragedies infect political life and how 
should we respond to such? etc.).  And these questions inevitably invite even deeper 
questions about the nature of truth and how we gain knowledge of what is right and good 
in our everyday lives.    To equip students to wrestle with all such questions, which 
typically defy tidy and universally accepted answers, we will read carefully and discuss 
in detail a number of texts from some of the greatest minds of Europe and America from 
1500 ad forward.  This course is a follow on course to PS 201 (Ancient Political 
Philosophy).  Students who have taken that course will be at an advantage in this course. 
In addition to fulfilling part of the University’s general education requirement for 
Western Civilization, this is also a “foundation” course in the political science major and 
should be taken in advance of upper-division courses in that department.  With respect to 
the “complete educational vision” of BYU, mapped out in the university document titled 
the “Aims of a BYU Education,” this course is also committed to building moral 
character and spiritual strength.   
 
Specific Learning Objectives 
 As much as possible, every element of this class—from lectures to assignments to 
exams—is intended to help students:   



• recognize and intelligently employ a wide array of sophisticated philosophical 
and political terms,  

• understand the main ideas of each author considered, and be able to compare 
and contrast the various authors, 

• recall the basic intellectual/cultural milieu and chronological sequence of each 
author, 

• summarize and independently critique important political-philosophical 
arguments, and write about them in a clear and convincing fashion, 

• become critically aware of how conventional assumptions limit much current 
thought, 

• see the practical consequences of abstract philosophical ideas, 
• think more deeply, coherently and originally about their own moral and 

political commitments.  
These learning outcomes are connected both to the specific aims of this class as well as 
overall learning outcome goals for the department of political science.  The department 
goals are most succinctly stated at learningoutcomes.byu.edu.  For data on how students 
in political science have recently done, with respect to these outcome goals, go to the link 
at  http://fhss.byu.edu/polsci/index.htm. 
 
Expectations of Students 
 Prof. Hancock will strive to present ideas and problems as clearly as possible, but, 
in the end, much of the success of this course will depend upon your preparation as a 
student.  First, you will need to recognize and accept up front that many lectures will end 
without some fully satisfying “answer” to the questions posed.  In fact, many lectures will 
end with more questions than the ones originally posed.  This is the nature of the 
philosophical enterprise that you will be embarking upon in this course.  Second, you will 
need to come to class every time having carefully done the reading and ready to talk 
about the material.  The primary method of instruction in this course is a combination of 
lecturing and Socratic-style posing of questions for extensive class discussion.  If 
students show up without having read and are unwilling to jump into discussion, it will be 
a long and tedious semester indeed, filled with far less learning than would otherwise be 
the case.  For some of you, joining in discussion will be difficult at first as you have not 
had much exposure to philosophy and will find the theoretical and often indefinite 
aspects of it somewhat elusive.  One key here is to read, and reread the material in 
advance of class.  You should also just plan to throw yourself into the mix, asking 
questions and making comments even if you are not perfectly confident about what you 
have to say.  In a class this size, it is impossible to make class discussion a formal part of 
the grading process but by the end of the semester my teaching assistants and I, together, 
will recognize most of you by face, and recollection on our part that you were a regular, 
thoughtful participant will undoubtedly boost your grade.  For those few of you with the 
rarer habit of speaking up too much in class, also know that it is possible that a repeated 
tendency to rush into the conversation in a way that excludes or intimidates others or 
regularly demonstrates sloppiness of thought will not help your grade, and may even hurt 
it.  
 



Assignments/Exams 
 
Quizzes: (points variable)   
 Unannounced quizzes will be administered as needed to motivate study of 
required reading for that day and to check on mastery of prior day’s lecture/discussion. 
   
 
Writing Assignments I and II   (150 points—50 for I, 100 for II) 
 
I. What is the status of morality according to Machiavelli?  Is he a “teacher of evil”? 
 
II.  Is American Constitutionalism based on liberalism as conceived by Hobbes and 
Locke? 
 You will be supplied with more information about these assignments as the 
semester progresses. Papers will not require consultation of sources outside the class 
materials.   
 NOTE: Writing assignments are due in the political science office (745 SWKT) by 4:00 
pm on their respective due dates.  Short of being hospitalized or arrested the night before 
a paper is due, there are virtually no acceptable excuses to turn in a paper late without 
some penalty. For each day a paper is late, there will be a 5% reduction from the grade 
you receive for the paper.  Papers should be submitted with a title page which includes 
the paper’s title, the course number, and your name, all centered on the page.  
  
 
Assignments as percentages Final Grade  
Quizzes   [adjustable] 
Writing I   10 
Writing II   25 
Midterm I   15 
Midterm II         20  
Final    30 
                        100 
 Your final grade will be based on your total points earned.  The breakdown for 
final grading will roughly the following standard, subject to the Professor’s discretion:  
93% and above is an A, 90-92% is an A-, 87-89% is a B+, 83-86% is a B, etc.  
Consideration will be given for constructive participation in class discussions. 
 
Required Texts 
Philippe Beneton, Equality by Default 
Harvey Mansfield, A Student’s Guide to Political Philosophy 
Kenneth Deutsch and Joseph Fornieri, eds., An Invitation to Political Thought 
 
Suggested Supplementary Text 
Strauss, Leo and Joseph Cropsey, eds., History of Political Thought. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 1987. 
 



Reading/Assignment Schedule 
 Note that this schedule is provisional.  At any time assignments and schedules 
may be adjusted.  Such changes will always be announced in class.  It is your 
responsibility to be in class and beware of any announced changes.   
 
2/26 Course Introduction  Holland - A School in Zion 
   
3/2 Introduction – cont. Beneton chs. 1-2; Mansfield 1-29 
3/3 Course overview Mansfield (rest) 
3/4 Luther Deutsch 144-161  
3/5 Calvin Deutsch 162-181 
   
3/9 Machiavelli Deutsch 184-204 
3/10 Machiavelli Deutsch 204-223 & Prince (selections) 
3/11 Machiavelli, & Midterm 1  
3/12 Descartes & Hobbes Descartes, Discourse (sel) & Deutsch 226-43 

& Beneton chs. 5,7,11 
 *Writing 1 due 3/13  
3/16 Hobbes  Deutsch 243-269 & Beneton chs. 4,10 
3/17 Locke Deutsch 272-292
3/18 Locke Deutsch 292-309
3/19 Rousseau Deutsch 312-331
   
3/23 Rousseau Deutsch 331-349
3/34 Kant (Selections) 
3/25 Hegel (Selections) 
3/26 Burke Deutsch ch. 10
   
3/30 Tocqueville Deutsch ch. 11
3/31 Tocqueville (Selections) 
4/1 American Founders (Declaration, Federalist selections) 
4/2 Midterm 2  
   
4/6 Marx Deutsch ch. 12
4/7 Marx “Communist Manifesto” 
4/8 J.S. Mill   Deutsch ch. 13
4/9 Mill/ Nietzsche Deutsch ch. 14
 *Writing 2 due 4/10  
4/13 Nietzsche (cont.) (Selections); Beneton 13,14 
4/14 Open Beneton 17, Epilogues 
   
4/18 FINAL EXAM 7-10am  
 



*Do not plan to leave school prior to the time of this final.  Please tell relatives and 
friends that they will be doing you and themselves a great disservice to schedule 
weddings, flights home, or other conflicts with this time because permission to take this 
exam at another time will not given.  If a true emergency develops, you will possibly be 
allowed to take an incomplete, and take the exam at a later time.  You should check now 
to see if this schedule will present a conflict for you.  If so, you should take another class.   
 
Course Values 
 

Integrity 
 

“I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I consider 
the most enviable of all titles, the character of an ‘Honest Man.’” 

--George Washington 
      
 Cheating on exams or assignments and other forms of academic dishonesty may 
result in a failing grade for the entire course.  However, honesty is only one element of 
the kind of integrity that will be insisted upon in this course.  The dress and grooming 
code of the University must be observed, including on exam days.  Diligent preparation 
for class, taking care to put forward your best effort on papers and exams, and showing 
respect for your fellow students and professor are all matters of integrity at this school.  
The University’s policy against sexual harassment is available on the web site and should 
be read carefully by anyone not already familiar with it. 
 

Curiosity 
 

“Certain questions are put to human beings, not so much that they should answer 
them but that they should spend their lives wrestling with them.” 

--Leo Tolstoy 
 
  Many of the questions pursued in this course do not have clear-cut answers.  
Nevertheless, they are important—even vital—questions that must ceaselessly be asked 
and explored.  In addition to developing a deep curiosity about the fundamental 
intellectual, moral, and political ideas of Western civilization, you should also strive to 
read the assigned texts with a constantly questioning mind.  The texts for this course were 
all written with great care by figures of immense intelligence.  Therefore, when you 
encounter a problem or seeming contradiction in the author’s argument, you should first 
consider what the problem or contradiction reveals, rather than just assume ignorance or 
carelessness on the part of the author.  You will also benefit greatly from comparing the 
work you are currently reading with texts previously studied in this course—what areas 
of disagreement (sometimes only quite subtle) can you identify and explain? Lastly, and 
sometimes hardest of all, strive to see what practical import can be derived from the 
philosophical ideas and theoretical arguments under investigation.   
 

 
Spirituality 

 
“It is proper that every professor and teacher in this institution would keep his subject 



matter bathed in the light and color of the restored gospel and have all his 
subject matter perfumed lightly with the spirit of the gospel.” 

--Spencer W. Kimball 
 
 This course honors the sponsoring support and direction BYU receives from the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and openly recognizes that God is the source 
of all true knowledge.  Consequently, every effort will be made to maintain a positive 
spiritual influence in the class.  Each class period will begin with prayer.  (I will ask for 
volunteers, you should not feel obligated to volunteer if you do not feel so inclined.)  
Insights from scripture and gospel-based comments are welcome, though such 
contributions must be thoughtful—avoiding oversimplification and dogmatism.  All, 
students and professor alike, should treat one another with great respect and care, 
engaging in challenging and candid discussion, without a spirit of animosity or ridicule.   
 
 
 
 

The Dean of the College of Family, Home, and Social Sciences has asked that the 
following information be included in every course syllabus in the College. 

Plagiarism:  While all students sign the honor code, there are still specific skills most students need to master over time in order to 
correctly cite sources, especially in this new age of the internet; as well as deal with the stress and strain of college life without 
resorting to cheating. Please know that as your professor, or teaching assistant, I will likely notice instances of cheating on exams or 
plagiarizing on papers. See http://www.byu.edu/honorcode for specific examples of intentional, inadvertent plagiarism, and 
fabrication, falsification.  Writing submitted for credit at BYU must consist of the student's own ideas presented in sentences and 
paragraphs of his or her own construction. The work of other writers or speakers may be included when appropriate (as in a research 
paper or book review), but such material must support the student's own work (not substitute for it) and must be clearly identified by 
appropriate introduction and punctuation and by footnoting or other standard referencing.  The substitution of another person's work 
for the student's own or the inclusion of another person's work without adequate acknowledgment (whether done intentionally or not) 
is known as plagiarism. It is a violation of academic, ethical, and legal standards and can result in a failing grade not only for the paper 
but also for the course in which the paper is written. In extreme cases, it can justify expulsion from the University. Because of the 
seriousness of the possible consequences, students who wonder if their papers are within these guidelines should visit the Writing Lab 
or consult a faculty member who specializes in the teaching of writing or who specializes in the subject discussed in the paper. Useful 
books to consult on the topic include the current Harbrace College Handbook, the MLA Handbook, and James D. Lester's Writing 
Research Papers.  You should be careful to avoid the following examples of plagiarism:  (1) Turning in work or portions of work that 
are identical to work submitted by another student. If two paragraphs of different papers are identical, we will assume that plagiarism 
occurred and will treat the incident as a serious violation of the Honor Code.  (2) Using work from past semesters as anything other 
than a guide or supplement. If work is submitted for this semester which follows the format or instructions of a previous semester, we 
will assume that plagiarism occurred.  We encourage you to work with other students and even consult work done in previous 
semesters. However, the work you turn in must be entirely your own work. Because of the simplicity of "cut and paste," it is easy to 
pass off another person's work as your own. It is your responsibility to make sure that your work is entirely your own. 

Discrimination:  Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination against any participant in an educational 
program or activity that receives federal funds. The act is intended to eliminate sex discrimination in education. Title IX covers 
discrimination in programs, admissions, activities, and student-to-student sexual harassment. BYU's policy against sexual harassment 
extends not only to employees of the university but to students as well. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender based 
discrimination, please talk to your professor; contact the Equal Employment Office at 378-5895 or 367-5689 (24-hours); or contact the 
Honor Code Office at 378-2847. 

Access: Brigham Young University is committed to providing a working and learning atmosphere which reasonably accommodates 
qualified persons with disabilities. If you have any disability which may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, 
please contact the Services for Students with Disabilities Office (378-2767). Reasonable academic accommodations are reviewed for 
all students who have qualified documented disabilities. Services are coordinated with the student and instructor by the SSD office. If 
you need assistance or if you feel you have been unlawfully discriminated against on the basis of disability, you may seek resolution 
through established grievance policy and procedures. You should contact the Equal Employment Office at 378-5895, D-282 ASB. 

FERPA: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that 
protects the privacy of student education records.    


